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Women’s College 
Hospital Celebrates  
 100 Years of 
Women’s Health
Over the last several months, 
Women’s College Hospital has paid  
tribute to its decorated past
On November 10, 2011, Women’s College Hospital will celebrate 
its official 100th birthday. Throughout the year, the Hospital has 
been celebrating its centennial with a series of exciting events 
and exhibitions in Toronto. Each event paid homage to our 
history while shedding light on our promising future ahead. 

In January, we kicked off the celebration with 100 Years of 
Women’s College Hospital: A Photography Exhibition.  
The exhibit unveiled a century of photos by some of Canada’s 
most renowned artists, illustrating the history, the pioneers  
and the medical breakthroughs of Women’s College Hospital’s 
past 100 years. Thanks to the Miss Margaret Robbins Archives  
of Women’s College Hospital, the event was a stunning  
photographical tribute to our past, as well as a glimpse of  
what’s to come. 

In April, more than 175 Grade 7 and 8 girls from different 
schools around Toronto gathered together for Women’s College 
Hospital’s Hooking up with Health: a Conference for Girls.  
The girls heard inspiring stories from women leaders and 
discussed pressing issues – body image, bullying, sexuality, 
healthy relationships – with health experts. With the stories  
of Women’s College Hospital’s pioneers coupled with those  
of compassionate women leaders of today, the girls left feeling 
empowered and were reminded that there is no limit to what 
they can achieve.

At the beginning of May, Women’s College Research Institute 
(WCRI) hosted The Spirit of Discovery in Women’s Health 
Research. The unique day-long event profiled how WCRI’s 
scientists are changing the face of health care in critical areas 
such as mental health, breast cancer, HIV/AIDS, heart disease  
and osteoarthritis. 

From June through August, Being She: A Photography 
Exhibition was on display at the Gladstone Hotel. The exhibit 
celebrated women’s health and health care through the thematic 
lens of “wholeness” with photo-based artwork exploring issues 
like empowerment, diversity, identity and embodiment. Artworks 
by well-known Canadian artists Sarah Anne Johnson, Nina Levitt, 
Jane Martin and Meryl McMaster were featured, as well as  
works by 25 artists who responded to an open call.

On November 10, the celebration continues with Women’s 
College Hospital’s official birthday party. The internal celebration 
will be a well-deserved thank-you to staff, physicians and 

volunteers for their tireless efforts to ensure our Hospital 
continues its long history of innovative research, education and 
care. What’s more, Centennial Tributes will be awarded to those 
who exemplify Women’s College Hospital’s core values – equity, 
safety, innovation, relationships, leadership and collaboration.

Women’s College Hospital’s 100th Anniversary has been an 
exciting and informative year-long celebration. 

To learn more about these events and the next 100 years 
of Women’s College Hospital, visit www.wchf.ca

  PAST EVENTS

  UPCOMING EVENTS

For information on how to participate in one of our upcoming events, visit our website.
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Take Action: Join Team Women’s College  
On Sunday, October 16, TAKE ACTION – run, walk or wheel for Women’s College 
Hospital! Participate in the Scotiabank Toronto Waterfront Marathon by joining Team 
Women’s College. 

This fall will mark the third year Team Women’s College will be involved in the Scotiabank 
Toronto Waterfront Marathon’s Charity Challenge. Participants in the full marathon, 
half-marathon and 5 km race can join the team and raise funds and awareness for the 
Hospital by asking family and friends to support their effort. 

Participating in the Scotiabank Toronto Waterfront Marathon is a terrific way to show  
your support for Women’s College Hospital. Join today at www.wchf.ca!    

WCHF Speaker Series Returns
The Healthy You Speaker Series, in partnership with Homemakers Magazine, has returned 
with another series of helpful and informative sessions on popular health issues. Each session 
features a Women’s College Hospital expert and is followed by a question and answer  
period giving attendees the opportunity to ask questions about their own health qualms. 
On Tuesday, October 18, join us for “Tummy Trouble,” featuring Dr. Beverley Richardson, at 
The Elmwood Spa in Toronto, starting at 7:30 pm. To purchase tickets, visit www.wchf.ca

Thelma & Louise Celebrate 20th Anniversary  
with Women’s College Hospital Foundation
This past June, for one night only, Susan Sarandon and Geena Davis celebrated the  
20th anniversary of the film Thelma & Louise at Roy Thomson Hall in Toronto. 

The evening celebrated the road movie that became an iconic memory for millions:  
a symbol of women’s rights and aspirations and a turning point in the careers of its stars, 
including the then unknown Brad Pitt. 

Presenting Sponsor MasterCard Canada supported the event by donating “Best of House” 
tickets to the Women’s College Hospital Foundation to sell exclusively as VIP packages.  
VIP ticket holders enjoyed a post-show reception with a chance to mingle with the stars. 

This exciting event raised over $50,000 for The Campaign for Women’s College Hospital. 

Four Years Fore a Great Cause!
For the fourth year in a row the Women’s College Hospital Foundation Golf Classic  
was sold out! An achievement realized by the dedicated volunteer committee led by 
Co-Chairs Annette Addison and Pat Pape. 

Held in June at King Valley Golf Club, the event was met with beautiful sunshine and  
a generous group of golfers. Thirty-six foursomes enjoyed a round of golf in a scramble 
format with dinner and a fabulous silent auction. This year’s tournament raised over 
$119,000, with proceeds directed to The Campaign for Women’s College Hospital! 

A special thank-you to four-time Presenting Sponsor RBC Dexia Investor Services; our  
Birdie Sponsors: Bona Vista Asset Management, C.A. Delaney Capital Management  
and Stikeman Elliot LLP; and Dinner Sponsor BMO Nesbitt Burns.

RBC Dexia Investor Services, four-time  
Presenting Sponsor

Betty DeVita, President of MasterCard Canada, 
with her husband Tim and the stars. 

WOMEN’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL  
HISTORY BY THE NUMBERS

	 1911	 The year Women’s College Hospital opened

	 2	 �Visits to Women’s College Hospital by its royal 
patron, Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother

	 7	� Beds in the original Women’s College Hospital 
located at 18 Seaton Street in Toronto

	 15	� Medical staff at Women’s College Hospital  
in 1911, all female physicians 

	 114 	� In-patients treated during W omen’s College 
Hospital’s first full year of operation  
(1911–1912)

	 203	 Volunteers in 2010

	 457 	� Surgical operations performed at Women’s 
College Hospital in 1920

	 644 	�  X-rays performed at Women’s College Hospital 
during the first year of acquiring an x-ray 
machine in 1920

	 2,034 	�  Consultations in the dispensary (outpatient) 
department in 1911

	 10,000	�  Women examined by the Cancer Detection 
Clinic at Women’s College Hospital from  
1948 to 1954

	 174,111	� Babies born at Women’s College Hospital 
between 1911 and 1999

429,847	�	 Meals prepared by the Dietary Department  
	 of Women’s College Hospital in 1959


